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The expressive
subcontinent

‘Horizons Within’ exhibition explores the
versatility and substantive nature of Pakistan’s

contemporaryart

Layla Haroon
citytime@emirates.nel.ae

PAKISTAN’S CONTEMPORARY ART needs no
introduction. Tthas been tooversatile tobe defined

and too substantive to be explained. Being cognisant of
this outstanding nature, after a successful group show
last May, Villanos has brought up another exceptional
eollection of Pakistani contemporary art for connois-
seiirs in the Emirates. This collection, entitled Hori-
zons Within' not only incledes some of 1ast exhibition’s
fovourite artists butalso showeases the work of exciting
newtalent never betfore seen in the UAE.

“There 1z no dearth of new talentin Pakistan,” sayvs
Omer Alvie, Creative Director of Villanos and curator
of the exhibition. “The growing interest in Pakistaniart
globallyis a result of exceptional are being produced by
Pakistani artizts. The worlkis notonly beawtiful but 20-
ciallyand pelitically relevant, which makes it even more
exriting for a new audience toview and experience.”

In addirion to popular contemporary artists such as
Qumar, Salman Faroodgi, and Rabia Dawood, who have
garnered critical and commercial success hoth within
and outside Pakistan, thework of cmerging new artists
willalso be on display at the exhibition,

Amongst the new names is artist AliAKbar an ex-
emplary practitioner of contemporary miniature art;
Sagiba Hag, one of the country’s most promising young
female artists; calligrapher Arfeen, aninereasingly
popular self-taught artist; and Irfan Haider, 2 remark-
able new artist who's fast making a name for himself

throughout the country.

Ali Akbar's interest is primarily culural and so he
studies and rezearches the norms, customs and reli-
glons within societies inchuding Pakistan, “Task gues-
tion myself regarding differences in cultures and how I
fit within the values and traditions of each society,” says
Akhbar to City Times, These answers are then depicted
in his paintings.

One of his favourite pieces at the exhibition is e-
cepted Region 11 “"The clrcle represents the earth,” Al
bar explains. “The female igure draped in purple cloth
represents a congervative vetextremely modern work-
ingwoman who makes a place for herselfin society. The
coloured circle represents this woman's actions in life.
The multiple colours draped on the circle fepresent the
beautyof Eer thoughts translated to action. The barren
white surface reprezents life on which her actions have
leftan indelible mark.”

Irfan Mirza is influenced by plobal events, Be it natu-
ral disasters or wars, his work tends to focus on human
suffering. The exhibited works are based ona singular
theme of ‘Destruction’.

“The theme reflects the destruction happening all
owver theworld," explains Mirea, “The distorted figures
in myart reflect the loss of life. Be it an extremistiniti-
ated act afterror or the indiscriminate bombing of
‘alleged’ terrorist targets, the result is always the same;
the loss of innocent life. T try to reflect some positive
aspectseven in such extreme scenarios in my art pisces.
The sunand the birds are the sense of hope in my per-
sonalview. Ultimately it is hope that sustains life.”

These days Mirza's creative process 3s heavily consis
tent with the news in print oron televizion. “The resul
isvivid imageryand visuals that fil Ly mind, which
eventualtyend up in my art that helps address the fieec

for catharrie release. The ultimate satisfaction is pri-
marily derived when my work isviewed and understoo
by others,” headds.

Earlier, Sagiba Hag's focus revolved around the ‘per
somal” in an attempt to convey her innermost feelings
end expressions, but in recent days environment has
started influencing her ina strong way and therefore
her body of work reflects reactbons and thoughts on
what is happening in Pakistan.

] have been experimenting with different concepts
says Sagiba. “In ane of my paintings, for instance, T
have tried to create an illusion with two-dimensional
and three-dimensional images and the relationship
between them, Tam usinga two-dimensional surface
to ereate a three-dimensional effect and for me, Aower
have abways had a very strong relationship with the
female figure, The end result reflects 2 sense of fantasy
which is open to different interpretations.”

“ believe everyone has a creative impulse inside
thetn; the question is what sort of cutlet one chooses u
channel that creativity. For me naturally, the canvas is
my creative outlet. T derive satisfaction from the paint
ing process and I keep adding and amending ny work
until Tam totally satisfied with whatever subject Tam
trying to depict. It can bevery time consuming but 1 fe
areal sense of achievement in the end,” Saqiba adds.

The exhibition i= 2 perfect example of the high qualit
comptiging Pakistani art today. 1t g a veryexciting
time,” Omer beams. “The interest in and demand for
Pakistani artwill be further murtured and enhanced
through exciting exhibitions such as this one. Ttre-
quires alot of planning and detailed review of new wor
from each artise.™

“Primarily, our aimis to introduce 3 few new talente
artistsat each afour exhibitions. This is in tandem wit
our goal of bringingwork that not only deserves awide
ﬁzﬁ;ataudlencehutalsu caters to the ever-increasing

and of Villano6's regular cliemvele which is eagert
see new artists and styles of work,” he concluded.

EVENT DETAILS

‘Hortzon Within will run till October 21 at the 4 Wa
Art Gallery in Dubai,



